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Developmental Benefits of Art 

Motor Skills:. According to the National Institutes of Health, developmental mile-
stones around age three should include drawing a circle and beginning to use safety scis-
sors. Around age four, children may be able to draw a square and begin cutting straight lines 
with scissors. Many preschool programs emphasize the use of scissors because it develops 
the dexterity children will need for writing. 
 
Cultural Awareness: As we live in an increasingly diverse society, the images of dif-
ferent groups in the media may also present mixed messages.  Teaching children to recog-
nize the choices an artist or designer makes in portraying a subject helps kids understand 
the concept that what they see may be someone’s interpretation of reality.  More can be 
found following the link below. 
 
Taken from :  http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/music-arts/the-importance-of-
art-in-child-development/ 

The Importance of Visual Art  
in Child Development 

Did You Know? 

 

There are many effective 

ways to make news.  Here 

are a few suggestions: 

 Issue a report on the 
status of music in our 

schools. 

 Organize a tour of your 
school music depart-

ment. 

 Play a free concert. 

 Conduct a workshop 

on music education. 

 Arrange for a speaker 
at a community func-

tion. 

 Set aside a “Music Ca-
reer Day” or “Music 
Career Week” during 

the month. 

Do You Need A 
Bus or Hotel For 

Next Year? 
If you need a hotel or a bus 

for any of next years Fine 

Arts commitments, please 

do so as soon as possible.  

Hotels and buses are get-

ting harder to come by on 

short notice, so the sooner 

we can get these lined up 

the better!  Please contact 

Raylette in the Fine Arts 

department at 323-4082 to 

make Hotel reservations.                     
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 Jenlink (1993) conducted a qualitative study of a school’s attempts to 
raise the self-esteem of its at-risk students by emphasizing the school’s 
music program. The author concluded that the music program lessened 
students’ feelings of alienation, promoted individual growth, and provid-
ed a common bond between the home and the school. Further, partici-
pation in the select musical performing group promoted goal attain-
ment, teamwork, leadership, academic achievement, feelings of suc-
cess, and cultural exposure.Jenlink, C. L. (1993). The relational as-
pects of a school, a music program, and at-risk student self-esteem: a 
qualitative study. (Doctoral dissertation, Oklahoma State University, 
1993). Dissertation Abstracts International, 55(2A), 0214. 

 Chorus America found that choral singers are far more likely to be in-
volved in charity work, as volunteers and as donors (76 %), than the 
average person (44% according to a 2001 report by Independent Sec-
tor). Choral singers are also more than twice as likely as non-
participants to be aware of current events and involved in the political 
process. They are also twice as likely as the general public to be major 
consumers of other arts – and not just music.America’s Performing Art: 
A Study of Choruses, Choral Singers, and their Impact (Chorus Impact 
Study, 2003). 

 70% of those who were involved in music say that it was at least some-
what influential in contributing to their current level of personal fulfill-
ment.Harris Interactive Inc.  (2008).  MENC Executive Omnibus Re-
sults Summary. 

 
Taken from https://nafme.org/advocacy/what-to-know/music-education-and-
social-emotional-development/  

 

Music Education and Social-Emotional Development 

  

http://dc.library.okstate.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/Dissert/id/7929/rec/13
http://dc.library.okstate.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/Dissert/id/7929/rec/13
http://dc.library.okstate.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/Dissert/id/7929/rec/13
http://dc.library.okstate.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/Dissert/id/7929/rec/13
http://www.chorusamerica.org/advocacy-research/americas-performing-art
http://www.chorusamerica.org/advocacy-research/americas-performing-art
http://www.chorusamerica.org/advocacy-research/americas-performing-art
http://www.chorusamerica.org/advocacy-research/americas-performing-art
http://advocacy.nafme.org/files/2012/07/harris_poll_omnibus_results.pdf
http://advocacy.nafme.org/files/2012/07/harris_poll_omnibus_results.pdf

